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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1.-6. (Canceled) 

| -7r (Currently Amended) A mutant strain of Escherichia coli, which has an ability to 
produce and accumulate arginine in a medium when the bacterium is cultivated in the 
medium, and which is modified to have an enhanced ability to utilize acetate, whereby the 
Cu>vm £ ability to produce arginine is enhanced compared to the unmodified bacterium , wherein the 
bacterium is Escherichia coli strain 382 deposited as VKPM B-7926 and mutants thereof . 
A ^(Previously Presented) The mutant strain of Escherichia coli according to claimjTf 
wherein the bacterium has an ability to produce and accumulate arginine in a medium when 
the bacterium is cultivated in the medium, and which forms a colony within 2 days at 37°C 
when the bacterium is cultivated on an agar medium containing acetic acid or acetate as a sole 
carbon source. 

9. (Withdrawn) A mi^ant strain of Escheriahia coli which has an ability to produce 
and accumulate arginine, and which grows faster than the parental strain of the mutant strain 
when the Escherichia coli strain ^cultivated in a medium containing acetic acid or acetate as 
a sole carbon source. 

10. -11, (Canceled) . 

12. (Withdrawn) The Escherichia coli according to claim 9, wherein the bacterium is 
Escherichia coli K-12. 

3 .iar ^Wi t hdrown) Escherichia coli strain 382 deposited as VKPM B-7926, which 
£W?ui op * r *'p roc i uces and accumulates arginine in a medium when cultivated in the medium; and which 
utilizes acetate; and mutants thereof. 
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S yf. (Withdrawn) A mutant Escherichia coli strain obtained from Escherichia coli 
237 deposited as VKPM B-7925, which mutant Escherichia coli produces and accumulates 
arginine in a medium when cultivated in the medium; and which utilizes acetate. 

5 .^(2t&&Him*zT(yA method of producing arginine, comprising cultivating the isolated 
Escherichia coli of Claim^ln a medium to produce and accumulate arginine in the medium; 
and collecting the arginine from the medium. 

y> XT ( Willidiuwii) A method of producing arginine, comprising cultivating the isolated 
Escherichia coli of Clainv8in a medium to produce and accumulate arginine in the medium; 
and collecting the arginine from the medium. 

17. (Withdrawn) AViethod of producing arginine, comprising cultivating the mutant 
strain of Escherichia coli of OJaim 9 in a medium to produce and accumulate arginine in the 
medium; and collecting the arginine from the medium. 

18. -19. (Canceled) 

20. (Withdrawn) A method of producing arginine, comprising cultivating the 

Escherichia coli of Claim \\ in a medium to produce and accumulate arginine in the medium; 

and collecting the arginine from the medium. 

7 (Withdrawn) A method of producing arginine, comprising cultivating the 
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Escherichia coli of Claim l£ln a medium to produce and accumulate arginine in the medium; 
and collecting the arginine from the medium. 

^ 2%. (Withdrawn) A method of producing arginine, comprising cultivating the 
Escherichia coli of Claim >fin a medium to produce and accumulate arginine in the medium; 
and collecting the arginine from the medium. 
23 (Canceled) 
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